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The Sarah Groves Foundation exclusively associates itself with Children, 
Art, Fitness and Adventure.  Through these four keywords, funds are 

raised and distributed in pursuit of our mission statement below.

“ENHANCING YOUNG LIVES”
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“ENHANCING YOUNG LIVES”

Sarah at the top of Mount Kilimanjaro in 2012

Our beloved Sarah

As a grant-giving charitable trust, we 
differentiate ourselves from other charitable 
trusts insofar as many of our fundraising 
activities provide once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunities to our fundraisers. Much of our 
time and effort is devoted to fundraising 
thereby enabling us to support a wide variety of 
activities aimed at achieving our Mission 
Statement of ‘Enhancing Young Lives’. 

Our first official fundraising activity, in May 
2014, comprised 50 riders and support staff 
who cycled from St Malo to Paris and back. 
This event, known as the Tour de Sez, raised 
over £60,000 net of all costs and has become, 
with different destinations, a biennial event.

Our second official event, in September 2014 
was a climb of Mt. Kilimanjaro, which 
comprised 26 people, who were mainly Sarah’s 
relatives, friends and school alumnae. 

This was a journey that followed in the 
footsteps Sarah herself had trodden exactly 
two years to the day beforehand in September 
2012.  

This highly emotional expedition, in which 
some of her ashes were sprinkled at the 
summit, raised a further £40,000 net of all 
costs.

1. BORN OUT OF TRAGEDY

Sarah’s short, but hugely eventful life was 
brought to an abrupt and brutal end on 6th April 
2013, when she was mercilessly stabbed to 
death on a houseboat on Dal Lake, Kashmir.  
She was 24 years old. The keywords Children, 
Art, Fitness and Adventure above encapsulate 
what she loved in life.

Ever since that fateful night, everyone who knew 
Sarah and many others who were shocked and 
saddened by what happened, have been 
determined to seek justice and to make sure 
she is never forgotten.

The Sarah Groves Foundation was formed just 
after Sarah’s death to do just that.

The Tour de Sez 2014 arriving in Paris
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The new Tour de Sez 2018 mascot, Badger

The Tour de Sez 2016 (Guernsey to Bilbao)

The team celebrating completing the Tour de Sez 2016 from Guernsey to Bilbao (750 miles) 

Riders on the Tour de Sez 2016

Funds are raised in other ways as well.  Many 
people have undertaken personal challenges 
such as the London Marathon, raising money 
by way of sponsorship for the Sarah Groves 
Foundation.  We are hugely appreciative of 
such initiatives and actively encourage them.  
We also receive personal and corporate 
donations, none of which are ever taken for 
granted and all of which are received with 
immense gratitude and humility.

We are formally registered in Guernsey as 
charity CH445 and we are a member of the 
Association of Guernsey Charities.  Except for 
minimal overheads (less than £4,000 in 2017), 
every penny we raise is available for charitable 
purposes.

In September 2016 we undertook our third 
official fundraising event. This was the second 
Tour de Sez and entailed 75 riders and support 
staff cycling in all weather conditions from St 
Malo to Bilbao. This challenging but highly 
successful event raised well over £100,000 net 
of all costs. 

No official fundraising events were undertaken 
in 2017.  However, plans were laid, and 
fundraising began for our third and most 
ambitious Tour de Sez to date, embracing 100 
riders and support staff.  Scheduled for 
September 2018. The destination is 
Amsterdam.  Officially launched in May 2017, 
we hope to raise in the order of £150,000 net of 
all costs from this event.
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Spark! leading the 2017 Guernsey Lantern Parade

The crowd eagerly awaiting the  start of the 2017 
Guernsey Lantern Parade

Dragonflies 1 and Dragonflies 2 provide a 
wonderful opportunity for parents to sow the 
pre-school seeds of social integration for their 
children as well as introducing them to new 
friends and acquaintances in their vicinity.  Our 
investment in these two centres amounts to 
£13,000 per annum.

In February 2018, Dragonflies 3, aimed at 
fathers, will be opening its doors at the Vale 
Church Hall on alternating Friday & Saturday 
mornings and will also be fully funded by the 
Sarah Groves Foundation.

In January 2017, we made one of our very rare 
donations outside of Guernsey by providing 
£5,000 to the UK-registered charity Chora Chori, 

whose sole raison d’être is to rescue Nepalese 
children from impoverishment, imprisonment 
and slavery. Our policy is ‘money raised in 
Guernsey is spent in Guernsey’, but this does 
not preclude investments such as this because 
around 20% of funds are raised off-island.

In March 2017, we contributed £10,000 towards 
the biennial Lantern Parade. This wonderful 
harbinger of spring, which winds its way 
through the narrow streets of St Peter Port led 
by the stunningly visual drum-band Spark!, 
comprised well over 2,000 parents with their 
children, some 500 of whom carried lanterns.  
In most cases the lanterns had been made by 
the children themselves in the preceding dark 
winter evenings.

2. AN OVERVIEW OF 2017

Despite being a year in which no official 
fundraising events took place, 2017 was a year 
of steady progress and many highlights.

We have continued to support Home-Start 
Guernsey where, throughout 2017, we 
fully-funded two parent and toddler drop-in 
centres operating under the names Dragonflies 
1 and Dragonflies 2.  The dragonfly was a 
favourite of Sarah and has been adopted as our 
logo.  These centres operate every Tuesday 
morning at the Roseville Centre in St Peter Port 
and every Thursday morning at the Methodist 
Church Hall in St Martin’s and are free of charge.  

Snack time at Dragonflies 1
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Le Murier School Duke of Edinburgh trip to the UK

A sketch of the new Guille Allès Children’s Library

In conjunction with Ian Brown Cycles and the 
States of Guernsey Social Services, we were 
delighted to donate ten children’s bicycles as 
Christmas presents to families for whom such 
a present would have otherwise been out-of- 
reach.

By far and away the most significant donation 
we committed to in 2017 was a £50,000 
contribution to the redevelopment of the Guille 
Allès Children’s Library in St Peter Port. After 
detailed discussions with the architects and 
other people involved, we made the largest 
single donation to the £130,000 overall 
redevelopment programme. The most 
rewarding aspect of this project is that the 
main room, when complete towards the end of
2018, will carry Sarah’s name for posterity.  

In the summer, we made a small contribution to 
the St Peter Port Carnival in an area devoted to
children’s activities.

We provided financial support to Le Murier 
School in respect of ten students undertaking 
their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award in the UK. 
To their immense credit, all ten succeeded and 
we are delighted that eight of them will be 
progressing to their Silver award in 2018. We 
will be supporting them once again, and we 
wish them all the very best as the task becomes 
progressively more demanding. We have no 
doubt they will rise to the challenge.

In October, our fundraising efforts were 
rewarded by winning the ITV Channel 
Fundraiser of the Year Award.  This, in turn, led 
to our entry into the Pride of Britain ITV / Mirror 
Group Newspapers award night at the 
Grosvenor House Hotel in London.
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The new species of Clematis named after Sarah

The new species of rose named after Sarah

Blue Diamond Group, part of which is Fryers 
Roses based in Knutsford, Cheshire. Knutsford 
is where we all lived as a family before moving 
to Guernsey in 1996, which provides a 
coincidental connection with Sarah.

Both will be available for purchase with full 
details on our website

Other highlights of 2017 included some 
creative fundraising initiatives adopted by 
participants in the upcoming Tour de Sez 2018. 
The stand-out endeavour was by Graham Glass 
who designed and built Boaty McBike Face.  
Graham’s aim was to do something no-one else 
had ever done – to cycle from Guernsey to 
Herm Island, approximately three miles.

 

www.sarahgroves.org

In 2017, we received confirmation that two 
cultivars of plant will be officially launched in 
2018 bearing the name Sarah Elizabeth.   

The first is a clematis, which will be officially 
unveiled at the Chelsea Flower Show in May.  
This gesture would not be possible without the 
unwavering support of Raymond Evison, the 
world-renowned expert in clematis with 
twenty-nine Chelsea Gold Medals to his credit.  
Hopefully he will reach thirty gold medals in 
2018, the year when Sarah would also have 
reached thirty.

The second is a rose, which will be officially 
unveiled at the Hampton Court Flower Show in 
July.  For this, we must thank our very good 
friends Geoff and Jenny Dorey and the 

Graham Glass cycling from Guernsey to Herm

On Saturday 2nd September, in perfect 
conditions of weather and tide, he set off at 6 
a.m. from Guernsey and managed to complete 
the journey in just under forty-five minutes.  A 
truly remarkable achievement, which raised 
well over £3,000. 

In 2018, he is planning a much more ambitious 
‘ride’ from Guernsey to Sark, which is more than 
twice the distance across much more 
dangerous water.
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Sarah doing yoga on Shell Beach, Herm Island

Peter Rabbit and Mr McGregor

Raising funds for the Tour de Sez 2018

The younger children will also be read stories 
and go on magical adventures in the wonderful 
Victorian Walled Garden, where they will 
encounter Peter Rabbit and Mr McGregor.

In 2018, we will also be supporting the Town 
Carnival and Le Murier School in respect of 
their DoE Silver Award expedition.

No official fundraising event has yet been 
planned for 2019.and ideas are actively being 
sought for an event that will provide further 
opportunity for fundraisers to test the limits of 
their own physical and mental abilities. Any 
event planned for 2019 will require the 
substantial investment of time and money in 
2018.

3. OUTLOOK FOR 2018 AND BEYOND

2018 promises to be a very busy year.  In 
addition to the enormously challenging Tour de 
Sez 2018, which will take place in September, 
and the unveiling of the clematis and rose in 
Sarah’s name, the third Magical Days in the Park 
will take place in the first week of July.  

This wonderful event, held in Saumarez Park, 
will embrace 1,800 children of junior school age.  
Spanning three days in total, each child, 
including those from Alderney, Sark and Herm, 
will spend half a day learning about the the 
outdoor way of life including fire making, 
bushcraft skills, willow weaving, printing from 
nature, miniature gardens and music making.
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4. 2017 FINANCIALS

Donations

Official Events

Unofficial Events

Sponsorships

Corporate and Charitable Donations
Personal Donations
Other Donations
Tour de Sez 2016 (Bilbao)
Auction 2016
Tour de Sez 2018 (Amsterdam)
Wall of China Marathon
Le Prevost Sky Dive
Cycling Equipment

£5,879.03
     £665.00

£30.00
     £100.00

£45.00
£65,723.18

£1,049.09
  £7,720.00

£360.00

Total income:

£6,574.03

£65,868.18

  £8,769.09
£360.00

£81,571.30

INCOME (ALL SOURCES)

Margin before operational costs: £30,571.35

Official Events

Unofficial Events

Tour de Sez 2016 (Bilbao)
Tour de Sez 2018 (Amsterdam) (Note 1)
Wall of China Marathon
Le Prevost Sky Dive

£714.48
£49,416.89

£66.92
£464.48

Total direct costs:

£49,881.07

£531.40

£50,999.95

EXPENDITURE – DIRECT COSTS
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Foundation costs Travel
Food & Beverage
Vehicles & Transportation
Cost of Fundraising (Note 2)
Sales & Marketing
IT
Legal
Insurance
Bank Charges
Other Financial Charges
Stationery & Postage
Sundry Expenditure

£175.60
£366.45
£148.09

£1,029.70
£245.00
£175.62
£367.40
£243.00
£319.20

£35.00
£47.00

£780.23

Total overheads:

£3,932.29

£3,932.29

EXPENDITURE - OVERHEADS

Chora Chori
States of Guernsey
Friends of Le Murier
Guernsey Arts Commission
Guille-Allès Library Trust
Home-Start Guernsey
Home-Start Guernsey
Town Centre Partnership

Repatriation of Nepalese children
Ten bicycles at Christmas
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award
Lantern Parade (Note 3)
Children’s Library Re-Build (Note 4)
Dragonflies 1 Drop-in Centre
Dragonflies 2 Drop-in Centre
St Peter Port Carnival

£5,000.00
£2,344.04
£1,504.97
£5,000.00

£50,000.00
£6,000.00
£7,000.00

£t1,540.00

Total Distributions Agreed in 2017:

£78,389.01

£78,389.01

EXPENDITURE - DISTRIBUTIONS

Additional funds available for distribution generated in 2017: £26,639.06

Reduction in total funds available for distribution: (£51,749.95)

Official Events

Unofficial Events

Tour de Sez 2016 (Bilbao)
Tour de Sez 2018 (Amsterdam) (Note 1)
Wall of China Marathon
Le Prevost Sky Dive

£714.48
£49,416.89

£66.92
£464.48

Total direct costs:

£49,881.07

£531.40

£50,999.95

EXPENDITURE – DIRECT COSTS
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Note 1: 

Note 2:

Note 3:

Note 4:

As at 31st December 2017 £49,416.89 had been paid out in advance for hotel 
accommodation and travel arrangements for the Tour de Sez 2018.

Much of our fundraising is undertaken using JustGiving; their costs in 2017 amounted 
to £1,029.70.

Total donation to the 2017 Lantern Parade was £10,000 of which £5,000 was paid in 
advance in 2016.

The £50,000 donation to the Guille-Allès Library Trust was agreed in 2017 but will not be 
paid until first quarter 2018. 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 2017

Current Assets
Cash at Bank and in Hand
   As at 1st January 2017
   Less Reduction for the Year

               Total Current Assets:

   Investments

Fixed Assets
     Land
     Buildings
     Equipment
 
               Total Fixed Assets:

Intangible Assets
    Goodwill

CAPITAL AND RESERVES

£275,838.69
£1,749,95 £274,088.74

£274,088.74

Nil

Nil
Nil
Nil

Nil

Nil

£274,088.74

ASSETS

Current Liabilities
     Accounts Payable
 Within 1 Year
     Other Creditors
     Longer Term Liabilities

           Total Current Liabilities:

Stakeholder Interests
     
     Available for Distribution

FUNDED BY

£50,000.00
Nil
Nil

£50,000.00

£224,088.74

£274,088.74

LIABILITIES

The financial statements contained in the Annual Report are an exact replica of the figures in the 
2017 Annual Accounts of the Sarah Groves Foundation dated 1st February 2018, which have been 
authenticated by Daniel Collins, EMEIA Financial Services.
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5. BANK DETAILS:
 
 Bank:   NatWest International, Guernsey
 Account Name: The Sarah Groves Foundation
 Sort Code:  60-09-20
 Account Number: 74421786

6. CONTACT DETAILS:

 Registered Address: The Sarah Groves Foundation
    Rohais Manor
    St Andrew’s
    Guernsey
    GY6 8YX
 Telephone:  +44 (0)7781 156743
 Email:   
 Website:  
 Facebook:

7. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

The Trustees of the Sarah Groves Foundation would like to express sincere thanks and gratitude 
for the support, financial and otherwise, provided by the following:

All fundraisers
Alliance 
Anonymous personal donors
Bailiwick Estates
BBC Guernsey – Radio and Television
Blue Diamond Group and Fryers Roses
Christophe Gaultier and the Christies Group
Colombians Hockey Club
Condor Ferries
Daniel Collins
David Ummels
Dean Willis Brickworks
FCG First Central Group
Forest Stores
Gary Hooks and Leon Howard 
Geoff and Jenny Dorey
Ian Brown Cycles

Island FM
ITV Channel
Jenny Kendall-Tobias
Ken Acott
Le Friquet Garden Centre
Lloyds Sports & Social Club
Longview Partners
Marks & Spencer / Creasey’s
Raymond Evison OBE
Sue Farnham
The Channel Islands Co-Operative Society
The Guernsey Press
The Guernsey public
Town Centre Partnership
Town Church
Waitrose Green Token Scheme
Waitrose Stores

facebook.com/sarahgrovesfoundation
sarahgroves.org
info@sarahgroves.org
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8. HOW TO APPLY FOR FUNDING:

The Trustees meet four times each year. Applications received 14 days ahead of a Trustee 
Meeting will be considered provided.

 - A formal application is submitted
 - The applicant is not an individual
 - The application relates to enhancing the lives of persons under the age of 21
 - No other funding has been granted for the same purpose

9. HOW TO SUPPORT THE FOUNDATION:

The Trustees of the Sarah Groves Foundation welcome offers of help and support – financial and 
otherwise. Here’s how you can get involved:

 - To donate, please use the bank details provided above
 - To accept or display one of our counter-top collection boxes
   OR 
 - to raise funds through a personal initiative e.g. running a half-marathon, mufti day etc
   OR 
 - to participate in or be part of official events such as the Tour de Sez 2018
    OR 
 - to become involved with us in some other way

Please contact Vic Groves on +44 (0)7781 156743 in the first instance.
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Sarah Elizabeth Groves 
1988 – 2013


